
A Message from the President

Tim’s Tidbits

Hello members and prospectors when buying pay dirt I do suggest that you 
run it at least twice if not three times to get all your gold out of the pay 

dirt.

Tim Pitney

President COSGPAA

THE NUGGETEER

Vol.4 No.7August 2024
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Web address: http://cosgpaa.org

Facebook address closed https://www.facebook.com/groups/733783243720768/members/

Facebook address open https://www.facebook.com/cosgpaa

Tonight’s precious metals spot prices per Troy ounce

Year Gold Silver Platinum Palladium Rhodium

2023 $1,977.39 $24.42 $1,029.11 $1,410.39 $5,250.00

2024 $2,452.95 $28.76 $969.95 $928.30 $4,750.00



GPAA OFFICERS Colorado Springs Chapter

President  Tim Pitney 
Vice President Joel Swisher 719-622-8693  joelswisher1@gmail.com
Treasurer  Alton Oakes 719-439-3590 aoakessprint1@earthlink.net
Secretary  Pat Oakes 719-339-0486  patoakes@centurylink.net
Membership Chairperson Lorraine Sirois 719 391-8545  grainmax@msn.com
Claims Chairman Alton Oakes 719-439-3590. aoakessprint1@earthlink.net
Nuggeteer Editor Del Cox 719-591-1282  coxd@mac.com
Outings Chairman Alton Oakes 719-439-3590. aoakessprint1@earthlink.net 
Webmaster  Paul Covington 719-310-7542 Paul@covingtoncomputers.com
Facebook editor Cindy Swisher 719-661-7542  cslactrn@gmail.com
Hospitality Committee Position Open

   
 

Renewals, multi-year discounts and life memberships available on-line at 

www.Goldprospectors.org , or call  800-551-9707 , and Please mention that 
you want to be part of the COLORADO SPRINGS CHAPTER.
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MEETING MINUTES
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August 3, 2024, COSGPAA Meeting Minutes

Attendees:  19 in person (meeting) 45 (picnic); 154 by e-mail

The meeting was called to order at 12:01 pm by Chapter 

President Tim Pitney and began with the Pledge of Allegiance to 

the Flag.  Tim’s opening remarks included a welcome to everyone 

attending this year’s combined meeting and annual chapter 

picnic.  Tim discussed prospecting outings for this fall season and 

members present felt an August outing would not be well 

attended due to expected weather and already planned summer 

activities.  The next Chapter outing will be announced at the 

September 4th regular monthly meeting.  Chapter VP Joel Swisher 

provided an update on the Alaska prospection trip scheduled for 

August 19-26, 2025.  Several spaces are still open.  Call Joel to 

sign up or ask questions.  For those attending, a fifty percent 

deposit is due by October 31st with balance due by 15 March 

2025.  Payments are made directly with the host, Skookum Gold 

Camp.  Chapter Treasurer Alton Oakes gave the financial report 

and reminded everyone that the Public Lands for the People (PLP) 

raffle drawing is tomorrow (Sunday August 4th) for those who 

already bought tickets.  Winners will be notified directly by PLP.  

Planning for the annual Chapter Christmas Party begins at this 

meeting.  Membership was polled and recommended we have 

the party at the Airplane Restaurant again with the same menu



MEETING MINUTES
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August 3, 2024, COSGPAA Meeting Minutes (continued)

 options.  Member Stephen Kanatzer will provide a current menu 

and pricing for the next meeting when we formally vote on the 

venue.  When asked about the choice of door prize drawing 

items, a consensus preferred to have more prizes available rather 

than one primary, expensive item.  The meeting was adjourned at 

12:20 pm by Tim.  

The Picnic began with Alton giving youth panning kits to those 

youngsters present.  With several late arrivals, 18 kits were 

provided for at least 45 attendees – and likely more.  Each kit 

included an 8” or 10” pan, jar of pay dirt, eyedropper, collection 

bottle, and a copper Prospector Coin.  A new panning booth set-

up this year provided 34’ of shade covered, “waist high, river 

access” and it was packed all afternoon.  In addition to Gold, we 

also added amethysts, garnets, pyrite and fossilized shark teeth to 

the panning sands.  Based on our observations, we expect a visit 

from a CDC Investigator for holding a gold-fever super spreader 

event.  

Thank you to guest Justin Spencer for manning the BBQ grills 

again this year.  The burgers, brats, and hot dogs were enjoyed by 

all.  All the side dishes and desserts were delicious and plentiful. 



MEETING MINUTES
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August 3, 2024, COSGPAA Meeting Minutes (continued)

 Thank you also to all those members and guests who arrived early 
and stayed late to assist with the set-up and teardown.  And a 
special thank you to members John Wood and Richard Cook for 
their expertise in resurrecting an abandoned lawn mower and 
providing a manicured lawn just in time for the picnic setup.  The 
picnic ended at 2:45 pm.

 

DOOR PRIZE WINNERS August 3, 2024

No door prize drawing this month.
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Picnic August 3 2024
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Picnic August 3 2024
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Picnic August 3 2024
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PROSPECTING EQUIPMENT FOR SALE.
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We have a special guest speaker for our September meeting. Hi name is Ray Golden, Gold 

Prospector and Author. Ray has wrote 4 books about Colorado History. These are factual stories that 

Ray has done extensive research for each of his books. Enclosed is poster for his last book “Mer’s 

Golden Treasure The Devil’s Hole”. Ray’s latest book is hard to find. I have been talking with Ray 

and he has done some research for me to try and find his latest book. He did some calling around 

where he thought it might be found and gave me a couple of places where I might be able to find it. 

Ray is a very interesting talker, he mainly talks about prospecting and how he goes about doing 

research on where he goes prospecting For gold. I encourage everyone to attend our next meeting on 

4 September to listen to Ray Golden speak. Thanks
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COLORADO SPRINGS GPAA CHAPTER MEETINGS

Meetings are held on the First Wednesday of each month

From 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM at:

The Salvation Army building:

208 Cunningham Drive

Security, CO 80911

All General Meetings are the 1st Wednesday of each month from 7pm to 9:00pm

MEETING DATES 

No Outing/Event schedules prior to  August 3d Meeting

September 4 2024

October 2 2024

November 6 2024

December 4, 2024
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The Nuggeteer is published monthly following the regularly scheduled chapter meetings. It will be 

distributed by email and posted to the Chapter web site.  To be added to or removed from our 

email list, please send your request to cosgpaahospitalitycommitee@gmail.com.  To add an article 

please submit it to the editor at  cosgpaahospitalitycommitee@gmail.com.

mailto:cosgpaahospitalitycommitee@gmail.com
mailto:cosgpaahospitalitycommitee@gmail.com
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GPAA 
Colorado Springs Chapter Links

Gold Prospectors of Colorado

https://gpoc.club
(20+) Gold Prospectors of Colorado | Groups | Facebook

•American Legion Post 38

•6685 Southmoor Dr,

Fountain, CO 80817

Public Lands for the People

https://www.publiclandsforthepeople.org

•Public Lands For The People 

•PO Box 1660

•Inyokern, CA  93527

•1-844-757-1990

The Rock Doc
17897 US Hwy. 285

Nathrop, Colorado 81236

(between Buena Vista & Salida, 5 miles south of Nathrop)

http://www.therockdoc.net

https://gpoc.club/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2375893519192705
https://www.publiclandsforthepeople.org/
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